
September 15th, 2020

The Des Moines County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at the Court House in Burlington at 9 
AM on Tuesday, September 15th, 2020 with Chairman Tom Broeker and Vice-Chair Jim Cary present.  Member 
Bob Beck was absent. This meeting was held with limited capacity due to COVID-19 and electronically via Webex 
and YouTube live streaming. Public input was available through board email or call in.  

Unless otherwise noted, all motions passed unanimously. The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted.

Meet with Department Heads: County Auditor Terri Johnson reported the total General Election absentee 
request forms received is 6,316.  Absentee ballots will be mailed October 5th and in-person absentee voting at the 
Auditor’s Office begins October 5th.  Poll worker training before the election will take place at Pzazz Convention 
Center to allow more room for social distancing. Johnson stated everyone is receiving several request forms in the 
mail.  Those are being sent by other organizations and are not coming from her office.  Once a voter applies for an 
absentee ballot there is no need to send in another request.  Voters can check their ballot status on the Secretary of 
State’s website https://sos.iowa.gov/.  IT Director Colin Gerst stated his office is busy.  County Engineer Brian 
Carter reported Mediapolis Road is open with small projects to complete.  Starr’s Cave Road project is continuing.  
Next week there will be traffic control on Irish Ridge Rd as they move to the intersection.  Carter stated the gravel 
roads needed moisture prior to last week’s rain, then after a week of rain is was too wet.  Road crews are blading 
where they can.  Carter wanted to make the public aware that farming harvest season has begun and to be aware of 
heavy equipment on the roads.  County Attorney Lisa Schaefer reported jury trials begin today and this is the first 
time implementing new procedures.  It is a work in progress in the first few trials.  Schaefer reported two assistant 
positions are open in her office.  Sergeant Kevin Glendening reported no major news and the new part-time clerk 
started this week.  Jail population is 62. Safety Director Angie Vaughan reported her office is busy.  Maintenance 
Supervisor Rodney Bliesener reported his department is busy.  Via WebEx: Conservation Director Chris Lee 
reported his crews has been busy.  A park ranger is heading to the reserves.  The Nature Center Staff moved to the 
Conservation Office due to internet issues.  The new Natural Resource Manager starts September 28th.  Lee is 
applying thru a grant for new docks.  The Halloween event at Big Hollow has been cancelled due to COVID 
concerns.  In anticipation of the event a pumpkin patch was planted earlier this year and is now full of pumpkins for 
sale. Emergency Management Coordinator Gina Hardin was present.  Assistant Land Use Administrator Jarred 
Lassiter reported a zoning commission will be held tonight to review ordinances.  County Treasurer Janelle Nalley-
Londquist reported her office is busy and collecting the first half property taxes due September 30th.  Local Health 
Administrator Christa Poggemiller reported her department is busy and the contact tracing has slowed.  Currently 
there are 690 cases with 324 recovered. The EOC will be meeting today at 3:30 PM.

 Accounts Payable in the amount of $767,804.61 was presented.  Cary motioned to approve and seconded 
by Broeker.

Payroll Claims Reimbursement for the 9/11 payroll in the amount of $13.09 was presented.  Cary motioned
to approve and seconded by Broeker.

Personnel Actions. County Auditor – Teresa Hicks, Temporary Part-Time Clerk. New hire, new rate $10 
hr., effective 9/21 to 11/2.  Cary motioned to approve and seconded by Broeker.  Local Health – Brigitte Davis, 
Nurse.  Unpaid leave 80 hrs. Cary motioned to approve and seconded by Broeker.

Reports received and filed in the Auditor’s Office: Clerk’s Report of Fees Collected, August 2020
Sheriff’s Monthly Report, August 2020 and Veterans Affairs, August 2020

Cary motioned to approve the September 8th, 2020 meeting minutes and seconded by Broeker.

Canvass of the Mediapolis Community School District Special Election held on September 8th, 2020 was 
presented.  The election results for Public Measure B – Physical Plant and Equipment Tax Levy:

YES 42 53.85% approval
NO 36 46.15%

The election results for Public Measure C - Revenue Purpose Statement:
YES 47 61.04% approval
NO 30 38.96%

Both measures passed with a 2.20% turnout of voters. Cary motioned to approve the results and seconded by 
Broeker.

https://sos.iowa.gov/


Committee Reports. Cary attended a RUSS mtg. They are going to give up Jefferson County because 
RUSS does not want to get in trouble with the State since the Local Health Administrator is not wanting to do things
correctly.  Cary attended an 8th Judicial mtg and discussed changing the term of parole “offender” to parole “client”.
Broeker attended a SEIL mtg last week and approved claims, contracts and the use of CARES Act funding.  Beck 
was not able to attend the DESCOM mtg so Broeker attended.  DESCOM wants to change the current funding from 
per capita to 100% county funding on property values.  Broeker stated the county should hold a majority on the 
board since they have to answer to the taxpayers as elected officials.  After some discussion, the vote was postponed
for two weeks.  

Meeting was adjourned at 9:32 AM.

Following the meeting was a work session.  The Board and County Engineer took a project tour.

This Board meeting is recorded.  The meeting minutes and audio are posted on the county’s website 
www.dmcounty.com

Approved September 22nd, 2020
Tom Broeker, Chairman
Attest: Terri Johnson, Auditor
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